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A Child’s Experience in Nature
by Mairead Owens
As children, we have a natural curiosity to explore our
environment. We look, listen, smell, and touch. As an
educator, I have tried to give children many opportunities
to explore the natural world. This exploration helps them
navigate our world and teaches how to relate to everything
around us. It may be just digging in a little dirt and planting
a seed or having an opportunity to walk to a neighborhood
creek or park and playing.
Exploration in nature teaches us that there is more to our
world than inside our homes. It also teaches us to respect
and want to preserve these places. One of SPAWNERS
missions is educational outreach. We often visit students in
the classroom to prepare them for a site visit to a local creek.
When the students arrive at the creek they are always excited
to explore the banks and peer into the water for living things
they can find. SPAWNERS volunteers help them understand
the ecological roles of all the plants, animals and fish in and
around the creek.

Last year’s class from Sheldon School helped to maintain the
restoration site by sheet mulching to control weeds. They
learned to identify some of the native plants we have installed
by touching and smelling. They are always fascinated to hear
how plants provide food and shelter for birds, insects and
more. SPAWNERS volunteers also explain how plants play an
important role in keeping the water and fish healthy.
Children who experience this direct contact with water,
soil and plants carry these moments with them into their
broader lives. Many are drawn back to these environments
for further exploration. I encourage all of us to continue our
own environmental education by remembering to return to
these natural areas and experiences that can help us feel more
connected to our world.

6th graders from Sheldon Elementary School explore Wilkie Creek.
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Creek Monitoring Program
Our water quality monitoring program has a couple
of exciting updates!
1. Our water quality data is online! We’re using Water
Reporter, an app that is dedicated to helping individuals and organizations connect to observe, protect, and
restore our world’s waterways. SPAWNERS has been
collecting water quality data on San Pablo Creek and
its tributaries since 2010, and you can see all our data
(as well as other data collected around Contra Costa
County) here:
https://api.waterreporter.org/v2/map/459de41c
2. We need your help! The Water Quality Intern in
charge of sites on San Pablo and Wildcat Creeks needs
some help on his monthly monitoring days, which are
typically second Fridays, in the morning. Volunteers
will learn as they go and assist with using the meter
and recording data. Please email Helen at helen@
thewatershedproject.org if you’re interested in volunteering!

Volunteer Work Parties

www.spawners.org/programs/volunteer-work-parties

Community Cleanup

Sat. Nov. 17 from 9:30am-noon
NE corner of San Pablo Dam Rd. & Castro Ranch Rd.
El Sobrante
Join us at our new Adopt-A-Spot site on Castro Ranch
Road for a community cleanup! We will be picking up
trash on this section of road twice a year going forward, in partnership with Contra Costa County. Please
wear sturdy shoes, comfortable work clothes, and bring
a water bottle. SPAWNERS will provide gloves, bags,
and snacks. Parking is available in the small lot on the
NE corner of San Pablo Dam Road and Castro Ranch
Road.

Volunteer Appreciation Work Party
Sat. Dec. 15 from 9:30am-noon
Wilkie Creek Restoration Site
Next to 4805 Santa Rita Rd in Richmond

Join us for our year-end Volunteer Appreciation Work
Party at our Wilkie Creek site, and plant some wildflower seeds to take home for your garden. Enjoy seasonal snacks, and help restore this beautiful creekside
park. People with all levels of experience are welcome.
Please wear sturdy shoes, comfortable work clothes,
and bring a water bottle. SPAWNERS will provide
tools, gloves, and snacks.

Helpful numbers
Broken hydrant or street flooding: 1-866-40-EBMUD
Debris dumped in the creek: 1-800-No-Dumping
Matt Greer and Grier Gammon monitor San Pablo Creek.

Funding for SPAWNERS activities is provided by the Rose Foundation, the Northern California Grassroots Fund, Contra Costa County, and generous donations from our
members and volunteers. Thank you!

Fall 2018 Photos from the Watershed
by Gudrun Kleist

Honeysuckle berries

Male and female coyote brush, with moon in the
background

Poison Oak

Madrone berries

