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Wilkie Creek: The History of a Park
by Donald Bastin
SPAWNERS was founded in 2000, with a mission of
protecting and preserving San Pablo Creek, and its
watershed, below the San Pablo Reservoir. Like almost
all streams, San Pablo Creek has tributaries. Most are
“ephemeral,” only flowing for part of the year, usually only in
the rainy season. But three of the tributaries, Castro, Wilkie,
and Appian, flow year-round. They are thus deserving of our
attention, not only because they provide their own habitat
for native plants and aquatic life, but because they help to
ensure that San Pablo Creek gets the year-round flow that it
needs to survive our hot, dry summers.

In late 2008, we were able to turn our attention elsewhere.
At the time, EBMUD was engaged in an extensive retrofit of
the San Pablo Dam. As this work involved the destruction
of native habitat, the utility was obliged to “mitigate” the
loss by offering to pay for habitat improvement elsewhere.
SPAWNERS was invited to submit proposals, and out of five
possible sites, we concluded that two, along Appian Creek and
along Wilkie Creek, were a good match for our abilities and
the mitigation criteria that had to be met. EBMUD accepted
our proposals, and soon afterwards, we began to work on the
two sites.

For most of the first decade of SPAWNERS’ existence, our
attention was focused on the site behind the El Sobrante
Library. On County land, with access to San Pablo Creek,
this site, with its heavy growth of invasive ivy (which
inhibited the growth of native plants) demanded years of
hard work, leaving other potential sites to remain on the
drawing board.

Wilkie Creek rises in the hills along Morningside Drive. For
much of its length it runs in a pipe, and only emerges to
the open air on the southwestern side of Valley View Road,
following May Road, initially on land belonging to De Anza
High School. It was due to the cooperation of the school
district that we were able to get permission to work on a site
bordered on the south by Santa Rita Road and on the west by
the creek itself.
In our assessment of the site, it was noted that we would have
access to approximately 120 feet of creek, with a moderately
sloping creek bank, easily accessible. Being adjacent to the
High School, we could “partner with student groups to carry
out the restoration effort.” With the aid of student groups, and
the clear support of the surrounding community, it was
determined that the chances of a successful outcome were
good.

At left: California Roach in Wilkie Creek

SPAWNERS is fiscally sponsored by The Watershed Project, a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Visit us on the web: www.spawners.org

Cont’d history - Wilkie Creek Site

Calendar of Events
Volunteer Work Parties

Sat. Feb. 16, Mar. 16 from 9:30am-noon
Wilkie Creek Restoration Site
Next to 4805 Santa Rita Rd in Richmond
Join us at our Wilkie Creek restoration site, where
we have been building a native plant ecosystem since
2010. This spring we’ll focus on maintaining our
native plantings and removing invasives. People with
all levels of experience are welcome. Please wear sturdy
shoes, comfortable work clothes, and bring a water
bottle. SPAWNERS will provide tools, gloves, and
snacks.

Above we see a photograph of the Wilkie site in January, 2009. At this point, little, if anything had been
done. We are looking roughly east toward De Anza
High School (at this time the new school was under
construction). The creek can be seen just below the
low stone wall marking the twin tunnels under Santa
Rita Road. The leafless tree at the right is a “dawn
redwood,” a deciduous member of the redwood
family, native to China. Who planted it and when is a
mystery. Just to the left, roughly in the center of the
picture, is what looks like a medium size bush, but is
actually three small native oak trees roughly in a line.
These trees were planted ten years before, by Martha
Berthelsen and a group of students from Valley View
Elementary School. At the time of planting they
were 1 year-old seedlings grown by the students from
locally collected acorns. As our story progresses, the
trees will provide us with a natural clock to mark the
growth of Wilkie Creek Park.
More in our next issue.

Earth Day

Sat. Apr. 20 from 9:30am-noon
Richmond Elks Lodge
3931 San Pablo Dam Road in El Sobrante
Celebrate Earth Day with SPAWNERS! We’ll have
informational booths, children’s crafts and activities,
creek and community cleanup projects, and a light
breakfast and lunch for volunteers. This is a family-friendly event. Please wear sturdy shoes, comfortable
work clothes, and bring a water bottle. SPAWNERS
will provide tools and gloves.

Helpful numbers
Broken hydrant or street flooding: 1-866-40-EBMUD
Debris dumped in the creek: 1-800-No-Dumping

Funding for SPAWNERS activities is provided by the Northern California Grassroots Fund, Contra Costa County, and generous donations from our members and volunteers.
Thank you!

Winter 2019 Photos at Wilkie Creek Restoration Site

Coca Cola volunteers in January

East Bay Waldorf School students in January

Volunteers dig holes for plants in January

Volunteers trim trees in December

