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Memories of Earth Days Past     

  

Clockwise from upper left:  

1.  Our first Earth Day, April 2000.  Our main job then was to pull out the dense growth of ivy that covered 

the current garden area and continued all the way down the bank to the creek. 

2. April, 2003.  The ivy is gone.  Along the upper edge of the slope is a concrete slab on which sits a pair of 

pretty epoxy picnic tables, installed by volunteers.  The tables were still there in 2008, but were taken out 

soon after, as they had become an attractive nuisance. The volunteers are, from left:  Elizabeth O’Shea, the 

late Holger Berthelsen, and Gudrun Kleist. 

3. April 2004.  Planting the front of the Library.  This section, and the 

section along Appian Way have changed much over the years, and are now 

the responsibility of the County Public Works Department. 

4. April, 2008. We are looking west toward the Children’s Reading 

Garden, opened the year before.  Note the large native walnut tree in the 

foreground, which has since been cut down. The concrete benches are also 

long gone. 

Last but not least, this little guy joined us for Earth Day, 2008.  Hard to 

believe that he is now probably around 18 years old, and able to vote and 

join the military. 
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Wildcat Creek Restoration and Greenway Trail Project, Revisited           Donald Bastin 

In last summer’s issue of our newsletter, we 

reviewed a walk along a restored portion of Wildcat 

Creek, between Church Lane and Vale Road.  The 

city of San Pablo invested money and creative 

energy to transform a neglected stream bed, a little 

under half a mile in length, into an attractive 

recreation area, with pocket parks, a children’s play 

area, and a trail for bicyclists and walkers.   

 

At the time of our visit though, there was one thing 

lacking:  water.  Wildcat Creek is an ephemeral 

stream, which often dries up during our dry 

summers. So it was on our initial visit.  But with the 

heavy rains of last October and November, the 

creek came alive, and the planted native trees 

and shrubs have already put on new growth.   

 

By the time we visited the creek, just after the 

beginning of the new year, the water had 

already dropped several feet, as can be seen in 

the photo at right, with the dark band showing 

how far the water had risen.  The logs 

projecting into the stream were deliberately 

planted in the bank to slow water flow and 

reduce erosion.  At the high point of the fast-

moving flow, they would have been under water 

and doing their job.  With the drop in the height of the stream, the logs are exposed, but no longer needed. 

 

It is hard to say just how long the water will continue to flow; I measured just under 24 inches of rain before the 

wet stuff came to an abrupt halt.  That is the total amount for an average year; but we need more to make up for the 

deficit in the prior year.  Hopefully, we will get a bit more rain before the season closes.  In any case, if you haven’t 

visited this gem of a site, do so soon while the water still flows. 

 

 

Welcoming Plants & Bikes to El Portal Drive  
Lauren Iverson 

Just a few months ago, yet another ecologically-minded 

community infrastructure project was unveiled by the city of 

San Pablo: “green” stormwater infrastructure and bike lanes on 

the segment of El Portal Drive between Church Lane and 

Fordham Street! Together, these infrastructure updates will not 

only contribute to the health of the San Pablo Creek watershed, 

but jumpstart the city’s plans to expand its existing network of 

safe bike lanes. Here’s how: 
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● Bioretention facilities (otherwise known as “rain 

gardens”) capture and clean the stormwater that falls 

between Church Lane and Fordham Street. Bioretention 

facilities work thanks to their shallow basins, fast 

percolating soils, and vegetation. The El Portal Drive 

bioretention facility is linear in shape and is located 

between the paved roadway and the bike lane. It’s the 

first on-street facility of its kind to be completed by the 

city. 

 

● A protected 

bike lane on the 

eastbound side of El Portal Drive, another bike lane on the westbound 

side, and a bike box (i.e. a designated space for cyclists at the head of a 

street intersection) help cyclists maneuver El Portal Drive safely. Back in 

2017, the San Pablo City Council adopted the Master Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Plan, laying the groundwork for identifying opportunities to 

add bicycle facilities wherever possible. Fast-forward to today, and the city 

is now finalizing a Bicycle and Pedestrian Corridor Study which 

recommends additional designs for El Portal Drive. This will set the city 

up to apply for funding to start further expanding bike connections on 

this busy street. 

 Source:    https://www.sanpabloca.gov/2651/El-Portal-Drive-Urban-Greening 

 

 
 
Upcoming Events 

Volunteer Work Day       Saturday, February 19 @ 9:30 am - 12:00 pm       

Join SPAWNERS in promoting the health of the San Pablo Creek Watershed. Weeding, trash removal, pruning, and 
planting are also some of the ongoing tasks that we will be working on. If you’d like to help, please bring your 
sturdiest shoes and a reusable water bottle. We’ll provide the tools and light snacks/refreshments! Meet us at the 
Wilkie Creek restoration site—next to 4805 Santa Rita Road in Richmond. See you there! 

Celebrate Earth Day with us and the good people of KeepElSobranteBeautiful.  
El Sobrante Library, Saturday, April 23, 9:30 AM-1 PM 

Who We Are 
SPAWNERS operates as an independent group under the sponsorship of the Watershed Project, based in 
Richmond, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  The Program Coordinator is Lauren Iverson, who can be contacted at: 
lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org   or call  510-665-3538.  Donald Bastin is the newsletter editor.  Lauren oversees a 
steering committee composed of the following volunteers: 
 
Martha Berthelsen         Gudrun Kleist 
Judy Ward                       Donald Bastin         

 

https://www.sanpabloca.gov/2651/El-Portal-Drive-Urban-Greening
http://www.spawners.org/event/volunteer-work-day-5/
mailto:lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org

