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Fearless Foxes

Several months ago, in the spring, while idly staring out 
our kitchen window, I noticed movement above a water dish 
that we leave out for the animals that visit us (mostly birds).  
At first I assumed that it was a quail, as we typically have a 
family of these timid birds living on the hill behind our 
house in breeding season.  But as the image resolved itself, I 
could see that this was no bird.  I was looking at the face of 
a fox.  I was frankly surprised.  While I was aware that foxes 
live in our watershed, I had seen them only rarely, and very 
briefly.  I called my wife, and for a few moments we watched 
the little fellow walk along the top of our concrete retaining 
wall, jump down onto our deck, and then disappear.  That 
was it.  Or so we thought.

A few days later, much to our surprise, the fox reappeared. 
This time he (or she) had a partner in tow. I was ready with 
a camera and snapped a few stills through our  window.  We 
assumed that our visitors were a breeding pair, and probably 
had a den in our backyard, well up the hill and hidden 
from view by trees and brush.  That was an error.  We soon 
discovered that the family was living under our deck, just 
feet from our house.  For whatever reason, the fox parents 
apparently assumed that our home was a safe place to raise 
the kids.  We felt honored.

We were able to snap a few more photos, but all attempts to 
get outside and score a clear shot proved impossible.  The little 
ones disappeared and the parent just hid behind a bush and 
barked at us like a little lap dog.  Anyway, it was time to learn a 
little about our tenants.

They were gray foxes, which are natives and live in a very 
large area of North America, from southern Canada to 
northern Venezuela.  It is the most common fox found in 
the western U.S., while in the east, the red fox has become 
dominant.  It is one of only two members of the dog family 
that can climb trees (the other being the Asian raccoon dog).

                         by Donald Bastin

One of the curious kits



The gray fox is monogamous, and breeds in the 
spring.  Litter size varies from 1 to 7 kits, following a 
gestation period of about 2 months.  By 4 months the 
kits can forage on their own.  The family usually stays 
together until the autumn. 
The gray fox is omnivorous, and in California prefers 
small rodents and rabbits.  They also feed on insects 
and fruit. They are generally nocturnal, which is why 
they are seldom seen.

Our little family stayed with us until summer, when, 
while seemingly playing in our backyard, they all (5 
kits and 2 adults) gathered together and rushed up 
the hill.  From then on they were no longer under our 
deck.  But from time to time, we have seen them at 
night, and still notice their scat as evidence of their 
presence.  Perhaps the parents will choose to den with 
us again next year.

Funding for SPAWNERS activities is provided by the Rose Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Soroptimists International of Richmond, the Red Oak 
Opportunity Foundation, and generous donations from our members and volunteers. Thank you!

            

     Calendar of Events

November Work Party
Sat. Nov. 18 from 9:30am-noon
El Sobrante Library
4191 Appian Way, El Sobrante

Join us at the El Sobrante Library’s new plaza in 
November for a volunteer work party! SPAWNERS 
has been working at this site since 2000, and we’re 
currently re-planting our native plant demonstration 
garden, which was cleared during construction. People 
with all levels of experience are welcome. Please wear 
sturdy shoes, comfortable work clothes, and bring a 
water bottle. SPAWNERS will provide tools, gloves, 
and snacks. We look forward to sharing this new space 
with you!

Garden Celebration
Sat. Dec. 16 from 9:30am-noon
El Sobrante Library
4191 Appian Way, El Sobrante

Come see the results of our planting efforts and help 
us celebrate our new demonstration garden! Make a 
holiday swag, have a snack, and get your hands dirty 
planting a California native plant. 

New Website
 
We have a brand new website! Visit us at 
www.spawners.org for lots of photos and our full 
schedule of upcoming activities. You can also friend us 
on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/protectingspcreek. 

Helpful numbers
Broken hydrant or street flooding: 1-866-40-EBMUD
Debris dumped in the creek: 1-800-No-Dumping

Playful kits

http://www.spawners.org
http://www.facebook.com/protectingspcreek


    Photos from the Watershed: Fall 2017

A female coyote bush

                         Photos by Gudrun Kleist

Coyotes in the coyote bushes

A buckeye splitting open

Poison oak in its fall colors


