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Healthy shorelines provide us with so 

much benefit—places to recreate, defense 

against storms and flooding, habitat for a 

wide range of wildlife such as birds, 

plants, and amphibians—but as the 

climate crisis intensifies, they are poised to 

be on the front lines of rising sea levels 

and unpredictable weather changes. This 

fall we were fortunate enough to host two 

exciting public events, both of which 

highlighted projects that are currently 

underway to create a healthier, more 

resilient Richmond shoreline.  

On September 12th, Marilyn Latta of the California State Coastal 
Conservancy and Jeanne Hammond of the Invasive Spartina Project, led 
a group of us around the Giant Marsh Project at Point Pinole Regional 
Shoreline, an exciting project aimed at restoring and enhancing 100 acres 
of subtidal habitat. As we walked toward the water, Marilyn directed our 
attention to the living reef structures her team installed nearshore that 
support oysters, fish, and other creatures, as well as the extensive beds of 
native eelgrass and Pacific rockweed  that were planted. This project is 
the first large-scale effort of the Bay Living Shorelines Project which 
inherently brought many challenges to the team, but there’s no doubt 

that their hard efforts will 
provide many invaluable 
takeaways for other shoreline 
restoration projects in the 
coming years. 
 
At left, SPAWNERS steering 
committee member Gudrun 
Kleist is surprised to find what 
appears to be an example of 
California seablite (Suaeda 
californica), which is listed as 
endangered, and thought to be 
“extirpated” from the SF bay 
area.  At right is an example of 
the much more common and highly successful coastal gumweed (Grindelia 

stricta).  Both of these native plants occupy the intertidal zone of the Bay. 

SPAWNERS 

Pacific cordgrass (Spartina foliosa) 

Group leaders Jeanne Hammond, left, and Marilyn Latta, with raised arm 

           California seablite (Suaeda Californica)     coastal, or Oregon gumweed (Grindelia stricta) 
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A few weeks following the walk we sat 
down with folks from the North 
Richmond Living Levee Project to 
discuss their goal of creating a 
horizontal, “living levee” along a 5-
mile stretch of the shoreline. Many 
groups are working together on this 
project, including the West County 
Wastewater District (WCWD), the 
design firm, Mithun, The Coastal 
Conservancy, North Richmond 
Community Advisory groups, and 
even our own Watershed Project.  

 
Unlike traditional levees, living levees are designed to accommodate existing ecosystems (e.g. the subtitle habitat at 
Giant Marsh) so their ecological functions can not only remain intact, but play a role in dissipating wave energy. A 
traditional levee is often little more than a rock or concrete barrier, while a living levee extends horizontally and is 
planted with native flora, such as eelgrass, seaweed, and cordgrass.  The eelgrass and seaweed occupy the outer tidal 
zone while the cordgrass occupies the intertidal zone.  Both effectively dampen the effect of wave action on the 
shore, and as the sea levels rise over time, the flora can adjust to the changed conditions. Maintenance of a “living 
levee” is thus low to nonexistent, as opposed to a traditional levee, which begins to erode from the day it is 
installed.  
 
Funded by Measure AA, this project also aims to link existing trails to expand public shoreline access and develop a 
local green workforce in partnership with the city. Currently in the data collection and community engagement 
phase, the team is expecting to break ground in 2022 on the first stretch of the project at West County Wastewater 
treatment plant. This facility serves nearly 17 square miles of Contra Costa County and is currently extremely 
vulnerable to sea level rise.  
 
Speaking of trails, a further meeting (zoom this time) 
was held on Monday, October 4, in which about a 
dozen interested parties participated.  As the project 
includes elements requiring increased public access 
to the North Richmond shoreline, and the area is 
served by the San Francisco Bay Trail, I (Donald 
Bastin) was asked to attend the meeting as a 
representative of TRAC (Trails for Richmond 
Action Committee).  As a member of this committee 
and SPAWNERS, my job was to advocate for 
completion of a segment of the Bay Trail that was 
supposed to be completed years ago, but was stalled 
for various reasons. The image on the right, which 
shows the Landfill Loop Trail and the County 
Wastewater treatment plant, will help to clarify the 
situation.   
 

On the right of the image can be seen the Richmond Parkway, inside of which runs the bay trail.  The Loop Trail 

can be accessed from the bay trail by entering the Wildcat Creek trail head, and then turning right along the Wildcat 

Marsh Trail.  However, there is currently no access to the Loop at the north end of the treatment plant, where the 

San Pablo Creek enters San Pablo Creek Marsh (see orange arrow).  Anyone approaching from the north has to 

continue for almost a mile to access the Wildcat Creek trail.  Completing the short stretch of trail on the south side 

of San Pablo Creek would substantially increase the accessibility to the Loop Trail and to Wildcat Marsh, and also 

Tim Mollette-Parks, of the design firm, Mithun, explaining the theory 

and design of a “living levee” 

Image courtesy of TRAC (Trails for 

Richmond Action Committee) 
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make more accessible this very interesting stretch of San Pablo Creek, which is tidal at this point. As members of 

SPAWNERS, we are very aware that much of San Pablo Creek is simply inaccessible, due to topography, or the fact 

that most of the creek is on privately owned property or belongs to the County.   

Hopefully, the funds dedicated to the levee project can also serve to improve access to the shoreline by widening 

the bay trail in this area, better serving the residents of nearby North Richmond.  This would be icing on the cake. 

 

Plant Identification Signs Thanks to Scout Group 24           Lauren Iverson 

This past summer, 
SPAWNERS was approached 
by Scout Aidan Robleto about 
creating a project for the El 
Sobrante Library 
demonstration garden. After 
some ideation, we landed on 
creating plant identification 
signs, something which our 
garden had been sorely lacking 
for quite some time! This way, 
whenever someone walks 
through the garden and is 
curious to learn what’s 
blooming, they have a sign to 
easily reference.  
 
Each wooden sign features the 
plant’s common name, 
botanical name, and what sort 
of pollinators the plant 
supports. On October 16th, 
Aidan and a group of scouts 

from his 
troop worked 
together to 
install the 
signs, 
marking a 
successful 
completion to 
the project. 
We couldn’t 
be happier  
with how 
they came 
out, so next 
time you stop 
by the library, 
make a point 
to check 
them out! 

Aidan Robleto, standing behind sign 

        Photo courtesy of Julie Lo 

Photo courtesy of Julie Lo 
Photo courtesy of Donald Bastin 
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Finally, Rain!                          Donald Bastin 

This is a photo of Kennedy Creek, taken just a 

day after the rain stopped on Monday, October, 

17.  Since the rain began the previous week, I 

have recorded over 10 inches at our home, near 

Kennedy Grove Park. This is a lot of rain in a 

very short time, and it exceeded the entire 

rainfall total for our previous rainy season, 

which was under 9 inches. It was enough to get 

the water flowing along the entire length of this 

little ephemeral creek.  This has not happened 

for over 18 months. For those familiar with this 

creek, it will be noted that the old steel pipe that 

used to funnel the creek flow at this point has been removed, and the newly opened section graded and covered by 

burlap cloth.  Sad to say though, that, after just a few more days, the creek was quite dry again.  The ground just 

soaked up the water like a sponge.  Naturally, we need more rain.  In a good year, even after the rain ends around 

sometime in April, the creek can run until August.   

Castro Creek can get pretty thin at times, but it always 

seems to have flow all year round.  It was running 

well after this last rain, as can be seen by this photo 

taken a day after the rain stopped.  This is one of the 

prettiest stretches of the creek, and one of the most 

inaccessible. The hard sandstone has been carved by 

rapid flows for perhaps thousands of years. 

 Just below this point is a pretty little waterfall.  But 

this was too steep and muddy to access.  

Upcoming Events 
11/20, 9:30 am-noon—The rains have come, which means it’s planting time! Join us for our regular monthly 
workday at the Wilkie Creek site (next to 4805 Santa Rita Road) to install plants. Please be sure to wear your 
sturdiest shoes and bring a water bottle; we’ll provide the water and snacks. 
 
12/11, 11:00 am-3:00 pm—Consider this your invitation to our end-of-year celebration! We’ll be continuing the 
planting party over at the El Sobrante Library demonstration garden, getting it ready for the following spring. In 
addition to spending some time beautifying the native plant demonstration garden, we invite you to create some 
holiday-inspired decorations to take back home. Come wearing your sturdiest shoes and we’ll provide the rest (i.e. 
tools).  Snacks and refreshments will be provided!      
 

Who We Are 
SPAWNERS operates as an independent group under the sponsorship of the Richmond Watershed Project, a 
501(c)(3) non-profit.  The Program Coordinator is Lauren Iverson, who can be contacted at: 
lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org   or call  510-665-3538.  Donald Bastin is the newsletter editor.  Lauren oversees a 
steering committee composed of the following volunteers: 
 
Martha Berthelsen         Gudrun Kleist 
Judy Ward                       Donald Bastin         
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