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             Spring 2022                     
                        San Pablo Watershed Neighbors and Restoration Society  

 

It’s Unanimous: El Sobrante Earth Day Event Was a Great Success!          

On Saturday, April 23, SPAWNERS and the folks from Keep El Sobrante Clean and Beautiful (also known as 
the Green Team) joined forces to celebrate Earth Day. Described as a “Community and Creek Cleanup,” 
volunteers assembled at the community park behind the El Sobrante library at 9:30 a.m., signed up for one or more 
tasks, then traveled by car, truck, bicycle, and on foot to clean up trash hotspots along our streets and in our creeks.  
In addition, some volunteers chose to stay on at the library and tackle the hardy weed population threatening to 
choke out new spring growth. Work went on until early afternoon, when trash pickers, gloves, trowels, and bags 
were set down and the tired but satisfied group settled into a community celebration, with children’s activities, food, 
drinks, information tables, speakers, and music. By around 3 o’clock, without formal notice, things slowly came to a 
close and people just sort of drifted away. A quiet end to a good and productive day. 

SPAWNERS 

From left:  Lauren Iverson, SPAWNERS Coordinator; Chris Conrad; Mikki Norris, Green Team Coordinator; Ken Chainey; Anne-Marie Amaro 
(back); Holly Trejo and her son Milo; Judy Ward; Teri Edinger. 

By Donald Bastin, Martha Berthelsen, and Gudrun Kleist.    
Unless otherwise noted, photos by Donald Bastin. 
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The estimated total number of Earth Day volunteers is somewhere between 80 and 100. According to Martha 
Berthelsen, 55 people signed waivers, but that does not include volunteers that already had waivers on file, or the 
many children of volunteers who participated. Nor does it include the many people manning information tables or 
people who just came by to express their appreciation.   

SPAWNERS steering committee member Gudrun 
Kleist took control of the weeding around the library, 
and has this to report: 
 
To help county staff with the maintenance of the library front    
garden, about 10 gardening volunteers hand-pulled over 50 cubic feet 
of weeds, most being non-native invasive grasses. Removing and 
properly disposing of annual weeds before their seeds become viable can 
greatly reduce the number of weeds the following year. All the weeds 
were hauled away to the personal green waste bins of SPAWNERS 
members and library neighbors. The California poppies, California 
fuchsias and many other native plants now have room to expand.  

 
As far as the trash total, Martha had this to 
say: 
 
Working together we filled a 40-yard dumpster — a huge 
amount! Some particular heroes of the day were the SOS! 
Richmond team members, who hauled in the sofas, 
mattresses, and countless bags of loose litter picked up by 
many volunteers using three pickup trucks and a trailer.  
 
 
 
 

 

      

 
Our County Supervisor, John Gioia, 
stopped by on his way around his district 
to say a few words of encouragement, 
which was appreciated. John is tireless in 
his support of activities that bring 
communities together in a cooperative 
spirit. Lastly, I think the words of 
SPAWNERS steering committee member                                sen                                             
Martha Berthelsen best sum up the day: 

I think one of my main impressions of the day was that everyone was friendly, 
happy to help, and that we all should take care of our town and creeks. 

Weeding in front of the library — Gudrun is holding the 
bucket. Photo courtesy of Martha Berthelsen. 

Here we see the 40-yard dumpster behind a group of SPAWNERS and the Green Team 
volunteers. We don’t have a picture of the SOS! Richmond team, but their support was invaluable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers pose after fishing a refrigerator out of  
San Pablo Creek.  From left, Dick Bush,  
Robert Bartholomew, Donald Bastin.   
Photo courtesy of Ed Shelden. 
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Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour By Donald Bastin 

Just a week following the Earth Day 
event, SPAWNERS joined in the annual 
Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour, 
showing off our own garden for the first 
time in many years. The combination of 
the pandemic and the reconstruction 
activity back of the library meant that 
our garden was rarely in a state to 
present to the public. That changed this 
year, and the garden hosted several 
groups from 9:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. It was 
a long day, but the consensus was that it 
was worth it.       

 

Martha Berthelsen had this to say about the 
tour: 
 
During the garden tour 59 people visited — a great turnout. 
They admired the Coral Bells, Iris, Checker Mallow and 
more that were in full bloom — personally, I think the garden 
is looking especially floriferous this year. Visitors appreciated 
the labels on all the plants, so they could gather ideas for their 
own gardens. Many were impressed that the back part of the 
garden maintained by SPAWNERS receives no irrigation 
— plants are watered by hand for their first year only. The 
library landscape as a whole shows off a great mix of sun- and 
shade-loving plants, as well as differing maintenance styles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you haven’t seen our garden lately, be sure and drop by as soon as you can. The Coral Bells (top left) are the 
highlight of the floral display right now, but as Martha mentions, many other plants such as the seaside daises (top 
right) are currently showing off, so this is a good time to visit. The rains that we had late last year gave a boost to 
our plants, but the meager rainfall since means that the display won’t last long.   

The garden tour booth was run by many volunteers, including long-time volunteer 
Elizabeth O’Shea and SPAWNERS intern Casey Brown. Pictured above, from left, are 
the afternoon crew, Martha Berthelsen, Lauren Iverson, and Judy Ward.   
 
 

The feathery green leaves, along with the small pink flowers, make this big patch of Pacific Bleeding 
Heart a special treat right now. Look closely, and you will also find some Dutchman’s Pipe mixed in. 



 
S P A W N E R S      S p r i n g    2 0 2 2  

 
Page 4 

Pavon Creek Ponds Update       By Donald Bastin 

In 2010, EBMUD completed work on a series of 
ponds along Castro Ranch Road near the intersection 
with Alhambra Valley Road. The purpose of the 
ponds was to capture water of the Pavon Creeks 
(there are four of them) and to stop the yearly silting 
that occurred in Pinole Creek, into which the creeks 
emptied. In addition, the ponds would provide habitat 
for endangered species. Twelve years later, the results 
are generally positive, though problems remain.   

According to Bert Mulcahey, who is in charge of the 
project, the silting in Pinole Creek is no longer a 
problem, and the environment for spawning salmon 
or trout is much improved. There is also an 
abundance of insect life, the bird population seems 
good, and there is an abundance of wildflowers.  
Amphibian life, notably chorus frogs, has been fairly 
common in the past. But my own recent investigation 
of the ponds unfortunately showed no evidence of 
frogs or tadpoles. Bert indicated that amphibian life at 
these ponds was never a certainty, and that the 
drought and the lack of rain early this year were 
definite problems. We can only wait until next year to 
see if the problem continues.   
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
Two Creek Clean-ups, One Weekend! 

May 21 @ 9:30 am - 1:30 pm @ El Sobrante Library, 
4191 Appian Way, CA 94803 + Google Map  

May 22 @ 9:30 am - 1:30 pm @ Parr Blvd & Fred 
Jackson Way + Google Map  

Join SPAWNERS on Saturday 5/21 and Sunday 5/22 
for one of our biggest creek cleanups of the year! 
Meet us each day at 9:30 a.m. to clean up and assess 
trash levels in two sections of San Pablo Creek. Water 
and breakfast will be provided. Please email Program 
Coordinator Lauren Iverson to RSVP. 
  
Both efforts help us collect data on the types of trash 
found in the creek and report findings back to the 
county, who can then assess the effectiveness of litter 
and dumping control measures and coordinate future 
efforts. We need your help — the more trash we 
collect, the better our data, and the cleaner the creek! 

Creek Walk w/ Bob Flasher  

May 28 @ 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm @ 1075 Monroe 
Street, Albany, CA 94706 + Google Map  

Come explore Cordonices and Village Creeks with 
naturalist Bob Flasher! We will meet in front of the 
Sprouts grocery store before embarking on a ~2-mile 
walk. Please bring water and sturdy shoes! 

Who We Are 
SPAWNERS operates as an independent group under 
the sponsorship of the Watershed Project, based in 
Richmond, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  The Program 
Coordinator is Lauren Iverson, who can be contacted 
at: lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org. Donald Bastin 
oversees the newsletter. Lauren oversees a steering 
committee composed of the following volunteers: 
 
Martha Berthelsen         Gudrun Kleist 
Judy Ward                       Donald Bastin         

A duckling and mother in Pavon Creeks pond. 

Cattails 
provide 
habitat for           
red-wing  
blackbirds. 

http://www.spawners.org/event/san-pablo-creek-cleanup/
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=4191+Appian+Way+El+Sobrante+CA+94803+United+States
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Parr+Blvd+%26amp%3B+Fred+Jackson+Way
http://www.spawners.org/event/creek-walk-w-bob-flasher/
https://www.google.com/search?q=1075+Monroe+Street%2C+Albany%2C+CA&oq=1075+Monroe+Street%2C+Albany%2C+CA&aqs=chrome..69i57.301j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org
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