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                     San Pablo Watershed Neighbors and Restoration Society  

SPAWNERS 

Honored by TWP  
Donald Bastin 

On June 30, the Watershed 

Project celebrated its 25 

year anniversary.  The 

event was held at the 

Rigger’s Loft near Potrero 

Point, on the site of Kaiser 

Richmond Shipyard 3.  The 

Rigger’s Loft, which 

functioned as a paint shop 

during World War II, has 

been re-purposed as a food 

and wine venue, suitable 

for large groups, and was 

perfectly suited to this 

anniversary event.   

SPAWNERS, as you know, 

operates under the fiscal 

sponsorship of TWP, and 

has done so since its founding in 

2000.  This relationship has been 

mutually beneficial, allowing our 

group to solicit grants and accept 

donations under the nonprofit 

status of TWP.  We are thus able 

to generate far more funds for 

our operation than we could do 

without this link.  The Watershed 

Project also handles our 

necessary paperwork.  In return 

TWP is entitled to 10% of our 

income, which is a small price to 

pay for the advantages we accrue 

from the relationship.  It has 

been a win-win for 22 years, and we hope to continue the connection for another 22 years at least.  

SPAWNERS 

At far left, TWP Executive Director, Juliana Gonzalez, awards certificates at the 25 year TWP anniversary 

celebration.  At the lower right is Martha Berthelsen, and next to her, holding our certificate, is Judy Ward.  
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The State of Trash in San Pablo Creek 
 Lauren Iverson 
A few weeks before the summer solstice, an intrepid group of 

SPAWNERS volunteers set out to take stock of how much 

rubbish had collected in San Pablo Creek over the course of the 

year, and haul as much of it out as we possibly could. As part of 

our ongoing grant with Contra Costa County, SPAWNERS 

conducts an annual trash assessment along two sections of the 

creek; the first being a heavily willowed section located right off 

Parr Boulevard, and the second, a more loosely wooded 

transect that sits directly behind the El Sobrante Library. Over 

the course of two days, eight of us (seven volunteers) waded 

through the San Pablo Creek, running into a few turkeys, 

sticklebacks and stinging nettle plants along the way. Not surprisingly, a vast majority of what we found at Parr and 

El Sobrante Library was made of plastic pieces. It’s worth noting that most of these plastic pieces appeared to have 

once functioned as food containers of some kind. Speaking of, 

food wrappers were also in abundance, as well as plastic bags, 

clothing, shoes, and tires. In good news, it seems like Contra 

Costa County’s relatively recent ban on polystyrene foam food 

and beverage service ware is working, as we only found 11 pieces 

at Parr and four at the library.  

 

Overall, it appears that much of the trash we found is 

not coming from large-scale dumping but individuals, 

including careless littering, windblown trash, and 

unsheltered neighbors who live near the creeks. The 

local group SOS! Richmond is stepping up by 

providing sanitation and other essential services to the 

unsheltered. We can all help – small acts like picking up litter in our neighborhoods can make a big impact.   

 

 

Exploring Nearby Creeks   
Lauren Iverson  

 

It goes without saying that 

SPAWNERS is San Pablo Creek’s #1 

fan, but we’d be the first to admit that 

the East Bay is home to many, many 

other creeks deserving of attention. So 

this summer, we welcomed the public 

      Trash removal, Library site.   From left: Casey Brown,  

         Donald   Bastin, Lauren Iverson, Martha Berthelsen 

                             Martha Berthelsen 

A total of 5 tires were removed from the creek along Parr Blvd.  

This truck tire took a good half-hour to remove, but the troops 

would not admit defeat:  From left:  Casey Brown, Sophia Usow, 

Lauren Iverson. 

The pile of trash at the Parr Blvd. site:  From left:  Donald Bastin, Casey Brown, 

Sophia Usow, Rob Kirby 

http://www.sos-richmond.org/
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to adventure the banks of creeks neighboring our own, and what a fun time it was! Naturalist Bob Flasher kicked 

things off with a walk around Village and 

Cordonices Creeks, which flow near the 

border of Albany and Berkeley, CA. After 

meeting in the Sprouts parking lot we 

leisurely made our way past Gill Tract 

Community Farm, through University 

Village, and around the Ohlone Greenway, 

with Flasher stopping to point out native 

plants, impart some wisdom on the historical 

flow of the creeks, and share passages on 

topics ranging from the power of collective 

action to nature’s ability to nurture the 

human spirit.  One of my favorites: 

 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has. — Margaret Mead 

 

Skipping ahead to August, EBMUD Biologist Bert 

Mulchaey (pictured at left) led a group of nearly 20 

around the Pavon Creeks Wetland Project, an incredibly 

impressive undertaking that was begun in 2010 and 

funded by EBMUD. The restoration effort created a 

series of wetlands and ponds to address erosion 

problems by slowing the water from Pavon Creeks. It is 

our understanding that, historically, the sediment flow 

from the Pavon Creeks (which are ephemeral, and only 

flow during winter and spring) was not a serious 

problem, but was exacerbated by the construction of 

the Carriage Hills South subdivision in the late 1980s. 

The work undertaken by EBMUD was, in part, an 

effort to mitigate the negative impact of this 

development. 

 

At right is a graphic display of the wetland plan, 

showing a total of seven ponds in all.  Flowing 

water is directed into each pond in turn (except 

#4) beginning with the “sediment forebay,” which 

was designed to catch the bulk of the sediment.  It 

was always part of the plan that the forebay would 

require regular dredging, but the project has been 

a learning experience, and it has been found that 

sediment build-up has been occurring in virtually 

all the ponds, requiring more dredging than was 

anticipated.   

 

At left:  Martha Berthelsen and Bob Flasher.  Judy Ward is examining the artwork near 

Cordonices Creek 
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Due to the on-going drought conditions, the ponds 

were dry during our visit. During times of flow, the 

pools work to halt sediment buildup in Pinole Creek 

by successively capturing sediment in the ponds. Prior 

to the creation of the settling ponds, the sediment 

flowed unhindered into Pinole Creek, which had a 

negative impact on salmon and steelhead breeding in 

that stream. The ponds simultaneously provide 

nurseries for amphibians such as chorus frogs and the 

endangered red-legged frog.  

 

 It was great to learn more about how Bert and his 

team met the challenges posed by the site’s unique 

geography and soil composition to execute such a 

successful restoration project. We will continue to 

monitor this site.  

 

For more information on how to get involved with 

caring for Codornices and Village Creeks, reach out 

to Friends of Five Creeks at f5creeks@gmail.com. All 

those interested in supporting Pinole Creek may 

contact Friends of Pinole Creek at 

info@friendsofpinolecreek.org. 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Volunteer Work Day  
August 20 @ 9:30 am - 12:00 pm  
Wilkie Creek Site, Next to 4805 Santa Rita Road 
in Richmond  

Join SPAWNERS in promoting the health of the San 
Pablo Creek Watershed. Weeding, trash removal, 
pruning, and planting are also some of the ongoing 
tasks that we will be working on. Please bring your 
sturdiest shoes  and a reusable water bottle. We’ll 
provide the tools, light snacks, and water.   

            Join us at the Stroll! 

The Stroll is back, and so are we.  So join us on 
Sunday, September 18 at this signature El Sobrante 
event.  We will be in our usual spot, next to the El 
Sobrante Historical Society booth. Also next to us 
will be the El Sobrante Green Team, making their 
debut at this event.  The Green Team has been very 
active in helping to clean up and beautify our 
community and we applaud and support their efforts. 
 
CELEBRATE COASTAL CLEANUP 
EL SOBRANTE/RICHMOND (94803) 
Saturday, September 24 
Registration starts at 9:30 AM at the El Sobrante 
Library 
Volunteer Activities   9:30 AM - 12 PM 
• Street litter pickup 
• Creek cleanup 
Community Activities  11:30 AM - 2 PM 
• Live music 
• Food & drinks 
 
Clean communities = clean coasts! 
For more information, please visit: 
www.spawners.org or 
www.KeepElSobranteBeautiful.info 

 

Who We Are 

SPAWNERS operates as an independent group under 

the sponsorship of the Watershed Project, based in 

Richmond, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  The Program 

Coordinator is Lauren Iverson, who can be contacted 

at: lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org   Donald Bastin 

is the newsletter editor.  Lauren oversees a steering 

committee composed of the following volunteers: 

Martha Berthelsen         Gudrun Kleist 

Judy Ward                       Donald Bastin         

http://www.fivecreeks.org/
mailto:f5creeks@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofpinolecreek.org/
mailto:info@friendsofpinolecreek.org
http://www.spawners.org/event/volunteer-work-day-8/
www.spawners.org%20
www.KeepElSobranteBeautiful.info
mailto:lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org

